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of China in 1936. He saw the toll that World 
War II took on Chinese citizens in the United 
States who were prevented from being re-
united with their families due to U.S. immigra-
tion laws and immigrant quota restrictions. As 
a founding member of the National Chinese 
Welfare Council in 1957, he campaigned vig-
orously for the lifting of limitations on immigra-
tion quotas. As a result, 40,000 Chinese immi-
grants were allowed to enter the U.S. every 
year. Mr. Lee has also worked tirelessly to en-
hance and strengthen the important relation-
ship between the United States and the Re-
public of China (Taiwan). 

Mr. Lee, who celebrates his 102nd birthday 
this year, continues to be an active member of 
the community. He is a Senior Advisor to the 
Overseas Community Affairs Council of the 
Republic of China (Taiwan), which is a cul-
tural, educational, economic and informational 
exchange organization between Taiwan and 
overseas communities. He is also an Honorary 
Elder of the Chinese Consolidated Benevolent 
Association of Washington, DC and an Hon-
orary Elder to The Lee Family Association in 
the United States. 

Mr. Lee has been recognized for his work 
as the recipient of the Kuomintang Cathy 
Medal and the Hua Kuang Medal, First Class, 
which is awarded by the government of the 
Republic of China (Taiwan) to Chinese who 
have made special contributions in overseas 
Chinese affairs. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in recog-
nizing Mr. Art Ping Lee on his service to Chi-
nese communities across the United States. 
His efforts have made a difference to count-
less people and I am grateful to him for his 
service to others. 
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Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize and honor Mr. Mike 
Voorhees, of Sonoma County, California, who 
is retiring after forty-one years of work with the 
Sonoma County Sheriff’s Department. 

Mr. Voorhees has worked in public service 
for his entire career. While spending thirteen 
years on the bench as Judge Pro Tem for the 
Sonoma County Superior Court, he also 
served as Chairman of the Board and Chief 
Executive Officer of the California Reserve 
Peace Officers Association. He spent the last 
eleven years working as Chief Financial Offi-
cer of the Sonoma County Reserve Deputies 
Association. Mr. Voorhees attained the rank of 
reserve captain in the Sonoma County Sher-
iff’s Department in 1993, and has held that po-
sition ever since. 

Mr. Voorhees has received many com-
mendations for his work throughout his career. 
He was selected as the California Reserve 
Peace Officers Association 2004 Reserve 
Peace Officer of the Year, received the 
Sonoma County Sheriff’s Distinguished Serv-
ice Award in 2003, and earned an Award of 
Merit from the Santa Rosa Police Department 
in 2000. Mr. Voorhees has spent four decades 
volunteering his time, effort and resources to 
keeping the people of Sonoma County safe, 
and his commitment to public service is driven 

by his unwavering commitment to doing the 
right thing, time and time again. The commu-
nity admires Mr. Voorhees for his integrity and 
congeniality and for always supporting those 
in need. 

Mr. Speaker, Mike Voorhees has spent 
forty-one years doing his part to keep Sonoma 
County safe. The people of Sonoma County 
have benefitted greatly from his lifelong dedi-
cation to public service. For this reason, it is 
fitting and proper that we honor him here 
today. 
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Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate Roberta Lybyer and the 
Lybyer Family of Cabool, Missouri on receiv-
ing this year’s Century Farm Award. Receiving 
this honor is no easy task, and the Lybyers 
have exemplified hard work, perseverance, 
and dedication to the community throughout 
their lives. The farm was originally owned by 
Andrew S.P. Lybyer, the grandfather of Rober-
ta’s late husband, Floyd Lybyer. It was pur-
chased 124 years ago on March 7, 1892. 

Qualifying to be a Century Farm is a great 
feat. The farm must be in the same family for 
at least 100 consecutive years and the original 
tract of land has to be more than 40 acres. 
These farms represent an important part of 
American heritage, feeding generations upon 
generations and greatly improving the quality 
of life of Missourians. Their integrity and deter-
mination serve as an example of the great 
work that farmers do for our country. 

I applaud the hard work and achievements 
of the Lybyers and look forward to seeing 
what they accomplish in the future. It is my 
pleasure to recognize the Lybyer family before 
the House of Representatives. 
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Mr. DONOVAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Staten Island resident John Boyle’s 
endless commitment as an educator serving 
the people of New York. 

John is a native Staten Islander, and has 
dedicated his life to helping others. Upon his 
graduation from St. John’s University, he im-
mediately went to work at Elias Bernstein In-
termediate School. After six years teaching, he 
was promoted in 2005 to Assistant Principal at 
Totten Intermediate School 34 and in 2011, he 
became the school’s Principal. As the head of 
I.S. 34, John spearheaded a renaissance in 
the school’s approach to educating the youth 
of the 21st century, which allowed Totten to 
enter the upper echelon of schools in New 
York City. A lifelong learner dedicated to his 
profession and a role model for our youth, 
John made the time to continue his own stud-
ies while serving as Assistant Principal, earn-

ing his first Masters in Secondary Education 
from the College of Staten Island in 2003 and 
his second Masters in Educational Administra-
tion from Touro College in 2005. 

Based upon his demonstrated excellence, 
John was nominated by his peers to the 
Council of Supervisors and Administrators Ex-
ecutive Board where he serves as an advisor 
to the Executive Vice President. In 2013, John 
was asked by Chancellor Farina to be one of 
only 18 school leaders from across New York 
City to be a part of her Learning Partners Pilot 
Program. Last year, he was designated a 
Model Principal by the Chancellor for his work 
as a host principal in the Learning Partners 
Program. In June of 2015, John was chosen 
along with seven other New York City prin-
cipals to expand the work of the Chancellor’s 
Learning Partners Program into the Learning 
Partners Plus Program for which was named 
a ‘‘Master Principal.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, John Boyle’s dedication to 
serving and educating our youth epitomizes 
the highest qualities we seek in our educators 
and community role models. I thank him for all 
of his great work and I am proud to honor this 
great man who has consistently put others be-
fore himself. 
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Mr. HURD of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in recognition of the 100 year anniver-
sary of the Agrilife Research Station in So-
nora, Texas. 

The Agrilife Research Station, also known 
as Sub-station 14, was founded in 1916 with 
the support of local ranchers and the Texas 
Sheep and Goat Raisers’ Association. The 
station’s first task was to find the cause of the 
bighead cattle syndrome, and other diseases 
harmful to the livestock industry. Their current 
projects include researching noxious plant 
control, prescribed fires, and wildlife manage-
ment. 

The contributions of the Agrilife Research 
Station have been invaluable to farmers, 
ranchers, and the state of Texas over the 
course of the past 100 years. There is no 
question that the station will continue to excel 
under its present leadership. I am proud to 
represent such an important pillar of Texas 
agriculture and to congratulate its dedicated 
staff and supporters on 100 years of innova-
tion, research, and success. 
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HONORING WILLIAM N. TUNNELL, 
JR. ON HIS RETIREMENT 
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Mr. BYRNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the important contributions of Mr. 
William ‘‘Bill’’ Tunnell, Jr. Bill Tunnell recently 
retired after almost 20 years as Executive Di-
rector of the USS Alabama Battleship Memo-
rial Park in Mobile, Alabama. 
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